
Subject: Ground Lift Plugs?
Posted by Ricardo on Sun, 29 Apr 2007 14:15:55 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I've worked with guys who used ground lift plugs to get rid of a 60 cycle hum, but didn't properly
attach the ground wire. I assume they're safe if you do that. Has anybody ever had a bad
experience using them?

Subject: Re: Ground Lift Plugs?
Posted by Thermionic on Mon, 30 Apr 2007 02:00:46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

A ground lift plug can stop hum IF it's being cause by a ground loop between two pieces of gear.
Otherwise, it'll do nothing to stop hum and may even make it worse. Plus, it should be considered
a "band aid fix" only. Ungrounded guitar amps are always a shock hazard, no matter how small
said hazard may be. It's especially bad in old buildings where you have to use the ground lift plug
to use the old two prong outlet, or in buildings that may not be wired to code. If another piece of
equipment is plugged into its outlet in the opposite phase, touching the equipment or person in
contact with it will give you both a very unpleasant surprise.     Thermionic 
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