
Subject: Hey Wayne, Let the fun begin
Posted by Leland Crooks on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 00:03:08 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Had our first tornado warning of the season.  I love this time of year. For those of you not on the
plains there's nothing like watching those hot cells roll in. After you've been here a while, you can
tell just by looking at the clouds whether to get in the basement.  I've only done it three or 4 times
in my 4*** years here.  The rest of the time you stand on the front porch and watch 

Subject: Re: Hey Wayne, Let the fun begin
Posted by Shane on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 00:17:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

We haven't had any severe weather here in Amarillo yet, but we did have another fire on the
highway.  It may still be going, I haven't checked the news yet.I wish they had basements in this
town.  They are few and far between.

Subject: Re: Hey Wayne, Let the fun begin
Posted by Leland Crooks on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 01:26:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I saw you lived in KS for a while.  Were you around Wichita when the Andover tornado hit?  It was
a beaut.  Huge.  My father in law has video.  A GMC Jimmy stuck 3 stories up in a building at
Boeing.  

Subject: Re: Hey Wayne, Let the fun begin
Posted by Norris Wilson on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 02:19:54 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Leland,I love the light show from the big thunder storms.  Also the gentle rolling thunder can be
soothing after a cool rain as the storm moves away.Enjoy the season, it has just begun.My Mother
lives in Midwest city, OK.  She was just one half mile from the F5 that came north of Tinker AFB
about five years ago.Her words were as the tormado moved past while we were on the phone, "I
have never been more scared in my life".I could hear the roar through the walls of her apartment
building, it was loud.Norris Wilson,Just south of Tulsa near Beggs, OK.
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Subject: Re: Hey Wayne, Let the fun begin
Posted by Leland Crooks on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 03:26:14 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I'm in SE Kansas.  We had an f3 hit here about 5 yrs ago. First one ever.  Stood on my front porch
and listened to it tear up downtown, too dark to see.  At that time I lived across the street from a
big church, and I said "Why are the church air conditioners on" and my son said "DAD it's a
tornado"  It was also about 1/2 m away. Big dif between 3 and a 5.  Got a brand new downtown
out of it.  Has really revitalized this small town.  

Subject: tornados in KS
Posted by Shane on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 14:33:38 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I happened to be living in Wichita when that tornado hit.  As well as the one at Hesston, Haysville,
and elswhere.  The one at Hesston was a monster.  Left a swath about 1/3 mile wide.  We helped
pick up that mess.  A buddy of mine I worked with and I sat up on 235 south and watched the one
in Haysville come down and miss his house by about two houses.  We chased them all summer
that year.My wife and daughter were visiting my wife's mom in Hoisington when one hit there 5 or
so years ago.  Came down right across the street from them (literally) and took out 1/3 of the
town.  My daughter was so scared she stuttered for 6-8 months after that.  She's 7 now and
refuses to watch any kind of show on TV that depicts any type of violent storm.

Subject: Re: tornados in KS
Posted by Shane on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 14:35:11 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I believe the one in Hoisington was an F4.  Very destructive.

Subject: Re: SO; Have you guys ever actually seen a house fly by?
Posted by Manualblock on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 14:37:20 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Or was that scene in the Wizard just a fake?
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Subject: Re: SO; Have you guys ever actually seen a house fly by?
Posted by Leland Crooks on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 14:43:46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

It would be shredded long before it got airborne.  An F5 would be the only one big enough to do
that, and it leaves scoured ground behind it. No grass, nothing.  The F3 in my town picked up the
concrete gazebo which sat on 3ft footings and moved it about 4 ft.  Thank god it did, we had a
pedestrian mall in downtown that was a disaster without a tornado.    Now we have a nice new
restored to 1890's downtown.  

Subject: Re: tornados in KS
Posted by Leland Crooks on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 15:12:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Wow, you make me feel like a piker.  The only one I've ever actually seen in person was here,
after dark, and you could only make out the shape in the lightning and power line flashes.  I've
watched many rotate and try to form overhead though.  What's really suprising is the lack of
casualties with most of these.  Most of the folks in tornado alley know enough to get the hell out of
the way.  

Subject: Re: Hey Wayne, Let the fun begin
Posted by Wayne Parham on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 15:13:05 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yes, we had one yesterday too.  So I rode my motorcycle.  

Subject: Re: SO; Have you guys ever actually seen a house fly by?
Posted by Shane on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 15:21:18 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The one's I've seen just basically explode.  It'd take and F5 to pick a house up, but it would
splinter to shreds instantly.

Subject: Re: SO; Have you guys ever actually seen a house fly by?
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Posted by Shane on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 15:26:57 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Hesston nado was an F5 that went for like 60 miles and merged into another f5 if I remember
right.  Here's a pic off the web.

Subject: Re: SO; Have you guys ever actually seen a house fly by?
Posted by Manualblock on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 17:07:07 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

With the cars driving by in front of it it looks surreal!What determines an F5/4/3?

Subject: Re: SO; Have you guys ever actually seen a house fly by?
Posted by Bill Wassilak on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 17:18:51 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Rotational speed of the twister.

Subject: Re: SO; Have you guys ever actually seen a house fly by?
Posted by Leland Crooks on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 19:42:30 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Fujita scale.  Created by some japanese guy who'd never seen a twister.  There is some current
discussion of revising it.  
 http://www.tornadoproject.com/fscale/fscale.htm 

Subject: Fugita Scale
Posted by Shane on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 19:43:08 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Fugita scale actually rates a tornado by the damage it leaves behind.  Some of that is of
course related to wind speed due to higher wind speeds cause more damage.
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Subject: Re: SO; Have you guys ever actually seen a house fly by?
Posted by Manualblock on Fri, 31 Mar 2006 20:05:17 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Interesting; thanks all. My parents live in North Dakota; no strangers to twisters themselves.
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