
Subject: Vintage 15" woofer recommendation for OB midbass array?
Posted by Norris Wilson on Tue, 06 Nov 2007 23:02:44 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I have been thinking about many of the efforts that are being made in the OB design arena
recently.  In the Beyond the Ariel's post over at DIY audio loudspeaker forum.  There have been
many enlightening aspects of OB speakers revealed.  One major issue in order to obtain high SPL
output ability.  One has to increase radiating area as the frequency goes lower.In the name of
expense, I thought four vintage 15" mid to higher Qts pro woofers could be desirable, say a Qts
of.5 to .9.  I think two 15" woofers per channel stacked vertically for the midbass region should be
sufficient to obtain a real world 100db in my listening room..  My Philips AD5200M 12" fullrange
drivers could work for the midrange, and possibly a vintage cheap compression driver for the
tweeter.  I would bi-amp this speaker, actively limiting the bottom frequencies of the midbass
drivers, using a passive filter to roll of the top.  Also, limiting the midrange bottom close to where
the midbass is rolled off.  This could be done by lowering the coupling capcitor value in the
amplifier, and passiively rolling off the top of the midrange with a coil.   The tweeter would be
passively crossed in. Of course this system would require active subwoofers, that I have,  for the
sub 50Hz frequencies. I have been listening to a pair of Philips AD5200M 12" fullrange drivers on
a large baffle for a few years now. "Thanks spkrman57"  But, there are many short comings of this
approach using this particular woofer with a whizzer cone.  The main short comings are mainly
due to the whizzer cone distortion at high SPL's, beaming, and the effects of running a 12" cone
above 2kHz, which is poor high frequencie reproduction.I would love a vintage 15" woofer
recommendation for the OB midbass driver that has a mid Qts around .5 to .9 range.  A frequency
range for this OB midbass section could be optimum at 50Hz to 200Hz. I have chosen vintage
woofers as the most cost effective, to include resale if this all turns into a pile of waisted
efforts.Any input about my hypothetical OB speaker would be greatly appreciated?  Any other
recommendations for midrange and tweeters would be helpful as well.ThanksNorris Wilson

Subject: Re: Vintage 15" woofer recommendation for OB midbass array?
Posted by Wayne Parham on Wed, 07 Nov 2007 02:25:56 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

You might give the Eminence Alpha 12 and Alpha 15 a try.  They're high Q woofers that might
work for you.

Subject: Re: Vintage 15" woofer recommendation for OB midbass array?
Posted by Norris Wilson on Wed, 07 Nov 2007 21:16:34 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Thanks Wayne for the recommendation.  Norris
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Subject: Re: Vintage 15" woofer recommendation for OB midbass array?
Posted by Wayne Parham on Thu, 08 Nov 2007 15:21:17 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The Alpha's aren't hugely expensive either, so building an array will be something you can do
without breaking the bank.

Subject: Re: Vintage 15" woofer recommendation for OB midbass array?
Posted by Floyd Andrews on Fri, 09 Nov 2007 15:44:52 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

These are 12" woofers, not 15" as you requested, but the Selenium 12PW3-SLF woofers are on
sale at Parts Express for $40 each and have a Qts of .69. I don't have any experience with OB, so
I can't comment on their suitability, but I do have some Selenium 15" woofers in a ported box and
they are very nice speakers.

Subject: Re: Vintage 15" woofer recommendation for OB midbass array?
Posted by DanTheMan on Sat, 17 Nov 2007 10:53:41 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

A lot of peope are using the Alpha 15s with much reported success.  It's specs are not too far off
from the Silver Iris so it shopuld work well for OB.
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