
Subject: Our Country
Posted by gofar99 on Wed, 18 Jun 2025 03:01:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Everyone, The following is just my opinion, but I think others may share it and perhaps take
notice.  To me recent events that have transpired in the US are much like that in third world
countries.  We now assassinate lawmakers that we don‘t agree with, drive through crowds of
peaceful demonstrators and harass and arrest folks that disagree with someone.  Until this week
I thought we lived in a democracy and that the constitution was there to insure that we would have
a peaceful and prosperous life style for all individuals.  Recent events seem to be at odds with
that thought.  In addition to all that the US no longer seems to be the greatest country on earth,
but more like a whining kid.  There is inconsistent foreign policy, inconsistent national policy, and
continuous attacks on fundamental constitutional principles.    Militarization is being used
where not needed or wanted that tends to escalate some situations. Those situations may not be
correct and proper but are not of a nature to require such excessive force.  Those same
situations are being caused by some of the above mentioned governmental transgressions.  I
believe that the show of force is not to quell an insurrection but rather to intimidate and restrict first
amendment rights to voice dissent.  On an international scene the disparaging of longtime allies
and praising equally longtime foes is inconsistent of a great country.  Tariffs that serve no real
purpose and interfere with world trade that stifle the ability of numerous companies to do effective
business, some now filing bankruptcy and others laying off workers.   Then there is the
wholescale intent to deport individuals that are branded as criminals of one sort or another whose
only crime may be a desire to have a better life for their families.   That desire is fundamental to
our country.  Now it seems as if we are going to get into the Israeli Iran conflict.  Possibly start
a much wider conflict.   I hope I’m wrong and this all plays out well, but it sure seems we
are rapidly going down a rabbit hole in a direction never intended or conceived of by the founders
of the country. 

Subject: Re: Our Country
Posted by Rusty on Wed, 18 Jun 2025 16:37:07 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I feel Bruce that our current POTUS has brought about your voicing an existential anxiety for our
democracy. But I feel he's a symptom of a disease process that our country has entrenched in our
economy and foreign policy for as long as you and I have at least have been living. And longer.
And its coming to a head now through this person who admittedly harbors the dark triad of human
behavior more so than any head of state we've ever witnessed in our country's existence.

But he alone has not arranged this chronic condition coming to head that we are experiencing
now. Our policy both domestically and internationally is derived through a myriad of think-tank and
political and ideological foundations funded by our corporate, Wall St. and wealthy individuals that
have the hold on our political legislators through campaign and lobbying efforts. Its
institutionalized now! 

So, I feel right along with you at this moment just how disturbing our situation appears to be. Our
government seems like a bull in a China shop. Causing disruption, destruction and angst at home
and world wide. The danger currently is of a possibility of a  triggered exchange of the dooms
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day devices may occur if it spirals out of control pulling in other members of states, is madness. 
Especially when it is having been contrived from years before from just such policy scenarios
formulated by our deep state to keep control of this region of the world that we promote as
national security. But on academic scrutiny amounts to a system in place to maintain control of a
commodity known as oil.

Our country has neglected the symptoms of this disease process for decades and decades.
Allowing for it now, at this point in our history for the festering of narrow minded policy that
promotes the interests of our elite wealth influences to finally be challenged internationally, while
we have declined domestically. How do you treat a disease? You go to the root cause. Smart
people write about it and speak about it that are kept under the consciousness of the general
public. It needs to be promoted somehow. But that seems to take wealth to make that happen in
this country.  

Anyway that's my perspective which keeps me busy here in the dungeon expressing my angst.

Subject: Re: Our Country
Posted by Wayne Parham on Wed, 18 Jun 2025 20:29:41 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

This particular subject has been an interest of mine for decades.  And it's not just an academic
interest - although it is that, for sure - but it's much more of an actionable part of my life.

There are a few things I'm really passionate about and most are inter-related.  This is one of
them.

The truth is, my interest in cars and audio is actually more of a side thing for me.  That part of
me is just 'cause I like cool toys.

Specifically, what I am talking about is minds.  What makes a good mind?  What makes us
tick?  What improves our human minds, making us happier and healthier?  Can we create a
machine mind?  Are there meta-minds, like is there a "consciousness of the Earth," a sort of
collective soul?  Is there a soul of the Universe?  A causality of the Big Bang perhaps?  Or
maybe that soul of the Universe is what caused the Big Bang.  Is that God?

This all started for me back when I was young, interested in computers, robots and artificial
intelligence.  I later studied psychology, which is a natural progression of that.  And then even
several religions, mostly the ones in Mesopotamia or near there.  The Sumerians, Akkadians,
Babylonians, Canaanites, Hebrews, Zoroastrians, Christians and Moslems.  Tons of others I
didn't study in that region, but I've studied those mentioned.

What kicked it into high gear for me happened in 1989, when I entered a fellowship that actively
pursues all this stuff.  We meet regularly, we work on our own mental state, and we work with
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others using a mentor/apprentice approach.

Our primary position is that we're all somewhat selfish and arrogant and that we tend to impose
our will.  So we work on stopping that and only taking action on things we actually have influence
upon.  If we don't have influence, there's no point in mulling things around in our minds and
getting worked up.  Nobody is perfect, so we fail at that goal.  But that's kind of the point.  We
continually improve ourselves, we continually remind ourselves of our goals and we don't get hung
up on our mistakes.  When we make mistakes, we back up and come at things again, knowing
what we know to be a better way.

Seeing the world through this view, I have come to some sort of conclusions.  I could change my
mind later if I learn things that change my view.  But for quite some time, these have been my
conclusions:
 Every man is inherently slightly selfish and slightly arrogant.  We also tend to get fixated on
ideas, many times formed with little real evidence.  Those fixations are hard to change.

 We are creatures of habit.  We do most things on "auto-pilot," which is an efficient way to think.
 But once we've formed a habit, it's hard to change.  And many of our habits don't serve us
well.

 Almost everyone is uncomfortable seeing themselves as incomplete, incorrect or otherwise
fallible.  We often times pretend to be things we're not.  It's actually so common, I'd say it's kind
of a normal state for us as people. 

 We act differently when we are fighting for survival than we do when we feel safe and
comfortable.  When safe and comfortable, our tendencies towards selfishness and arrogance
are heightened.

 One could call this entitlement or narcissism.  My label for this leans towards the mental models
of the past few decades of the dark triad: narcissism, Machiavellianism and psychopathy.

 We are animals with instincts and physical cravings.  We need food and sleep.  We crave
things that are pleasant and make us feel good.  We usually recoil from things that are
unpleasant or that make us feel bad.  Sometimes we mis-assess those things though and build
habits that cause us to crave unpleasant things and recoil from things that could make us feel
good.  The animal in us can get warped that way.

 But even though we are animals, most of us try to live in a way that is kind and compassionate of
others.

 That "being things we're not" thing kicks in here sometimes to make us promote an image of
ourselves that is kinder than warranted or that hides bad motives underneath good ones.

 Those are just human things.  We all do 'em.  We all feel shame when we sit in a church and
hear the preacher say stuff we did last night.  We pretend we'd never do such a thing.  So we
keep secret our little failings - and become uncomfortable if we feel exposed - which is kind of silly
'cause we all do the same kinds of stuff, from presidents to homeless folks.
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 Adding to all is this is our success as a culture in America.  It has moved most of us further from
survival mode into comfort mode.  Looks to me like we started moving this direction in the
industrial revolution in the 1800s - peaking in perhaps the "roaring 20s" - but then set back in the
depression and horrors of WWII.  Then really kicked it up after WWII, when we enjoyed such
economic prosperity.

 Looks to me like since 1950 or so, we've been more and more entitled, as a culture.  It shows in
our actions and in our mindset. Not just politicians - every one of us.  But I do think the effect on
politicians is stronger and deeper, because they gain both money and power in that profession.
 So it would stand to reason that the arrogance and the entitlement stuff would kick in even
stronger than in someone that worked as, say a tradesman at a factory.

 But even our least wealthy in America have some entitlement.  You can see it in their actions.
 They are more at risk than someone in the middle class, living in a nice home.  But they are
much less at risk than say, someone homeless in Mumbai. Homeless in America can
demonstrate, hang out pretty much wherever and pocket whatever they beg for.  Makes some of
'em kind of emboldened.  Mumbai homeless can't do that.  They are much more vulnerable.
 Totally different mindset.

 I think this is why politicians are growing more and more emboldened and are showing more dark
triad traits.  We all agree to have seen this in many or them.  But I think we're also seeing this
in individuals.  All the shootings from someone that's pissed about something that is maybe
unfair, but what did the shooting achieve?  Why did they think they should play God? Everyone
in our culture has been affected, ironically, because we've actually had it pretty good for quite
some time.

 One could say this is a disease of perception.  The dark triad mental traits are a collection of
self-deceived properties.  Those traits don't achieve what the person hopes to achieve.
 Everyone else can see them for who they are.  And even if they successfully manipulate a
situation in their favor, the winnings are almost always short-lived.

 Another part of the disease of perception is that we forget to be happy for the good stuff.  We
focus on what pisses us off, what's "not fair" or what needs to be changed - in others.  We can't
change others.  We can vote.  We can discuss.  But if it's pissing us off, we're forgetting that
we can't change those other people.  Even our politicians.  Or other countries' politicians. What
is more pleasant to focus on is the good stuff that we have in our lives.  I have plenty, and I
prefer to look at those things than say, Putin.  I fail at that sometimes, but I know what to do
about that.  Laugh at my failings and move on.  I have a voice, but that's it.

 It's all a personal affair.  We all can do what we can to improve ourselves - if we actually set
about to do such a thing - yet we can do very little to change others.

Subject: Re: Our Country
Posted by Rusty on Thu, 19 Jun 2025 00:04:08 GMT
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I think what this elder gentleman says in regards to where our country is at now, and the person
who represents its leadership speaks volumes. We're all individuals that make up a society, but
individualism should not be the guiding principle for how that society should be expressed.

A Patriotic American Speaks His Mind- Parade of Shame

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIcvUGNVfRI

Subject: Re: Our Country
Posted by gofar99 on Thu, 19 Jun 2025 02:14:20 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Lots of good stuff for pondering at length.  I agree that the issues did not crop up over night.
 They were a long time simmering and most folks didn't either recognize them or care about
them or even would rather deny their existence.  I believe that the issues that now confront us
clearly demonstrate two things: one the issues have been just under the surface for quite a while
and second the right sort of trigger has brought them out.  I suspect that most folks thought that
the US was more or less a good county to live in and pretty much anyone could do (or was doing)
well here. A perception of unity. It denies that a large portion of the population was not so well off
but didn't have either a voice or method to get out of their situation.  The pent up anguish and in
some cases rage had no way out.  With a trigger that promoted division and essentially
condoned violence, the anguish and rage found a way to respond. It made the use of violence
acceptable to some.  Combined with the present legal / judicial mash up violence was nearly a
certainty.  The problem extend to the international community as well as on the individual basis.
 It absolutely makes no sense to me to engage in any sort of action without a clear concept of
what the ramifications of it would be.  This seems to be over looked frequently.

A lot of this goes back to a number of concepts that Wayne listed.  I would add one though.
 Many individuals seek immediate gratification without considering the consequences.  Sort of
like "I want to steal the candy bar now and not even consider the possibility of getting caught".  

I too am a member of an organization that promotes individual growth and improvement and it has
assisted me in several ways.  One of which is that it makes it possible for me to see other
individuals actions in perspective.  It also allows me to separate their actions and my response
by remembering three statements that I have used to govern my behavior for a long time.

Is this something I can change or personally influence?

Is it wise (or smart if you wish) to do this?

If the answer to the previous two is yes then I should take action.

If either of the two is negative then I should stand aside and not fret on the issue.  
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Right now with the present problems / issues the best I can do in the short run is spread the word
on various media and to friends and associates with the hope that if enough individuals get
involved some positive changes can be made.  

 

Subject: Re: Our Country
Posted by Wayne Parham on Thu, 19 Jun 2025 03:22:18 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I agree, Bruce, absolutely.

In particular, you wrote:

gofar99 wrote on Wed, 18 June 2025 21:14Many individuals seek immediate gratification without
considering the consequences.  Sort of like "I want to steal the candy bar now and not even
consider the possibility of getting caught".

Totally agree.  I would consider this to be a symptom of the entitlement that seems to be growing
in our culture, from the top to the bottom of our economic and social positions.

I try to do a little better at wanting what I have rather than trying to have what I want.  And also to
focus on what's good instead of what's bad.  Those two simple maxims make all the difference
between being satisfied and happy versus being angry and resentful. Tends to reduce frustration
and violence as a result.

Subject: Re: Our Country
Posted by Rusty on Thu, 19 Jun 2025 12:24:07 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

For me, our entitlements favor heavily towards the percentage of stock, (89% to 93%) in Wall
Street that favors the top 10 percent of wealth in this country depending on what source viewed.
And the top 1% garnering 38% of that stock in Wall Street.

The rest of us drop off precipitously from there depending on your ability to keep up with the cost
of living.

The post war boom of the standard of living meant people could move up more easily the
economic ladder. But that ladder has been kicked out from under us ever since the conversion to
being a service oriented financialized economy. And it's eroded our country in so many metrics of
standards that today we're feeling the pain it's brought on. 
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And our government has been assimilated by that upper percentile, particularly the top decimal to
favor its advantage. Which has warped our whole political and social fabric of life.

This isn't unique. Its played out in history. Rome & Greece are the closest indicators of such rise
and fall of empires. Corruption from within. 
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