
Subject: 50 Years Later
Posted by Wayne Parham on Tue, 24 Dec 2024 18:01:56 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

This is an exciting week. If you were into electronics in the 1970s, then you would have been
amazed and excited by the issue of "Popular Electronics" that hit the streets 50 years ago this
week - the week before Christmas in 1974.

On the cover was the Altair 8800, which most would consider the first commercially available
microcomputer.

Popular Electronics January 1975 issue
(Magazine can be downloaded by clicking on the cover image)

If you aren't familiar with this computer, you might be interested in the link below. Or look it up on
the internet. Its story is interesting, as are the people that were involved in its creation and
expansion.
Altair 8800 write-up on Bella Vista Babelfish
Most Altairs were sold as kits, and believe it or not, you can still get them. They are no longer sold
by the original manufacturer - MITS - but there is an active hobbyist community that supports
them. So if you're interested in the history of computers, and especially if you want to know more
things about hardware - if you want to be "close to the metal" - I encourage you to investigate the
Altair 8800.

Subject: Re: 50 Years Later
Posted by gofar99 on Wed, 25 Dec 2024 02:42:55 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Wayne, I remember them.  I probably got that issue as well.  My earliest computer was a
Timex/Sinclair 1000.  I splurged and got the add on 16K memory.  It worked fine and at a time
when really no one had a computer it was great stuff.  I believe I still have it in storage with a few
programs.  

Subject: Re: 50 Years Later
Posted by The Noise on Sat, 11 Jan 2025 15:47:48 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Would you happen to know if they have archived issues? It sounds like fun to go back in time and
revisit all the old equipment. I might even find the first stereo system I ever bought.
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Subject: Re: 50 Years Later
Posted by Wayne Parham on Sat, 11 Jan 2025 16:13:19 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Not sure about each publishers' archive policies.  I suppose you could contact the publishers that
printed your favorite magazines to see if they make archived copies available.

What I see is the most popular issues are often collected, and those are sometimes scanned and
made into PDF files.

Subject: Re: 50 Years Later
Posted by Kingfish on Sun, 18 May 2025 22:19:21 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Which a person could download, print and make their own little magazine. May the circle remain
unbroken

Publications like that I've always preferred to read from print. Rolling Stone......Mad.....print only
for me, thank you.

Subject: Re: 50 Years Later
Posted by Wayne Parham on Mon, 19 May 2025 22:04:53 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Some good memories there, that's for sure!
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