
Subject: Tonies for kids
Posted by Leot55 on Sun, 24 Dec 2023 14:00:07 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

My niece has been asking for one of these for her upcoming birthday.  Are they just speakers for
kids?  How does it differ from the kids version of the Echo Dot?  How is the sound quality?  It
seems like an expensive toy for what little technology you get.  

Subject: Re: Tonies for kids
Posted by Madison on Wed, 27 Dec 2023 01:45:58 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Do you remember Teddy Ruxpin?  It was a toy bear that was popular in the mid-80s.  You popped
in a cassette tape and the bear sort of came to life, sang songs, and told stories.  I'd say that
Tonies are more similar to a Teddy Ruxpin than an Amazon Echo.  Much like Teddy Ruxpin, the
Toniebox needs characters to bring it to life.  You pop the character on top of the box, and you'll
hear stories and songs that are unique to that character's world.  You can't use it like you would a
radio or an IoT device; it's actually quite limited.

I assume that the sound quality is enough to please a child.  Your young niece isn't likely to pick it
apart for having too much reverb.  She'll simply be delighted that Princess Jasmine is singing to
her.

Subject: Re: Tonies for kids
Posted by Leot55 on Sat, 30 Dec 2023 01:00:38 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Man, Teddy Ruxpin was creepy!  I never had one, but I remember how bizarre it seemed.  Nice
analogy, though, Madison.  I've read some more about Tonies and I see what you mean.  I'm
surprised that my niece wants one, but I guess I'll pony up the money and get it for her. 
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