
Subject: Cleaning Connections on Equipment
Posted by positron on Wed, 14 Dec 2022 04:08:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I am thinking this could help some newbies in keeping the musical 
quality up to new standards, or at least close. 

How often do you clean all your connections?

What "cleaner" do you use?

Any other advice?

Cheers

pos

Subject: Re: Cleaning Connections on Equipment
Posted by Wayne Parham on Wed, 14 Dec 2022 05:06:47 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

For me, it depends on the connector.  I almost never clean gold connectors.  Silver connectors are
also pretty trouble-free; they definitely oxidize but silver oxide is conductive.  It's very hard too, as
an aside.  But I'd probably clean my silver connectors every so often if I weren't moving the gear
around that has silver conductors anyway.  That makes the cleaning process somewhat
automatic.

The really troublesome stuff is the gear with the old tin contacts.  I don't have any hifi gear with tin
contacts, except for one thing, the tube sockets.  And I have a ton of vintage gear with tin
contacts.  I tend to "reseat" tubes pretty frequently - at least every few months - which is a sort of
an abrasive form of cleaning.

Same thing with potentiometers.  I sometimes hit those with tuner cleaner or flux remover but
even more often - in between "real cleanings" - I run the wiper back and forth from stop to stop
several times to brush the dust out.

Subject: Re: Cleaning Connections on Equipment
Posted by johnnycamp5 on Wed, 14 Dec 2022 22:35:11 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I use deoxit for the tube pins.
Any harm spraying it in the tube sockets as well?
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Subject: Re: Cleaning Connections on Equipment
Posted by gofar99 on Fri, 16 Dec 2022 01:53:18 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi, I have used deoxit that way as well.  It works fine...just don't get it on any painted surfaces as it
can damage them. In older RCA jacks you can spray it on a Q tip and swab the holes.  It usually
works.  As a general rule don't use WD40 on anything audio.  It tends to leave a residue that will
build up over time and cause a problem worse than the one you wanted to cure. 

Subject: Re: Cleaning Connections on Equipment
Posted by positron on Tue, 17 Jan 2023 19:32:08 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I have been using spray cleaner that leaves no residue. My tube sockets 
are gold plated, which seem to work nicely over the years. 

I tried an experiment, some year or more ago, of fastening the speaker 
wires to the speaker jacks as an anchor, but soldering a wire directly
from the speaker wires to the crossover, eliminating one physical pressure connection.

It is working fine as I found the bass was more consistent. Maybe my fingers are weak from age,
but I found that tightening with a wrench improved the bass tautness, by increasing contact area
due to surface irregularities, and is gas tight. (Of course I did not strip the threads.)
Might be something worth trying.

Cheers

pos 

 
   

Subject: Re: Cleaning Connections on Equipment
Posted by Wayne Parham on Tue, 17 Jan 2023 20:18:38 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

One of the more interesting developments I have witnessed in connector technology has been the
progression of crimp connections.  Not so long ago, I always preferred soldered connections to
those that were crimped.  As an example, crimped connectors were popularly used in cars, but
they really sucked.  They were only marginally better than twisting wires together and covering
them with tape.  So I tended to always solder wire splices and protect with heat-shrink tubing.  I
still do.

What made matters even worse were the early digital controls in cars, which were even more
sensitive to poor connections than analog stuff.  Not only did cars serviced at repair shops and

Page 2 of 4 ---- Generated from AudioRoundTable.com

https://audioroundtable.com/forum/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=3806
https://audioroundtable.com/forum/index.php?t=rview&th=23537&goto=96233#msg_96233
https://audioroundtable.com/forum/index.php?t=post&reply_to=96233
https://audioroundtable.com/forum/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=8732
https://audioroundtable.com/forum/index.php?t=rview&th=23537&goto=96280#msg_96280
https://audioroundtable.com/forum/index.php?t=post&reply_to=96280
https://audioroundtable.com/forum/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=5
https://audioroundtable.com/forum/index.php?t=rview&th=23537&goto=96281#msg_96281
https://audioroundtable.com/forum/index.php?t=post&reply_to=96281
https://audioroundtable.com/forum/index.php


modified by "weekend warriors" suffer from poor connections - those added during repairs or
aftermarket add-ons - but even the factory stuff failed as it oxidized.  Many of the production
approaches used in 1980s cars weren't suitable and were unreliable.

Not related, but I saw EPROM chips in early computers sent from the factory, which surprised me
because American car manufacturers produced enough to make a regular ROM chip feasible. 
EPROM chips are erased with ultraviolet light, so a cover is placed over their erasure window. 
But even if covered, an EPROM doesn't last forever, and will eventually become deprogrammed. 
ROMs last much longer.  So that was another reason that electronics in early 1980s cars really
sucked.

But auto manufacturers learned from those problems, and by the year 2000, the digital electronics
they put in cars were very reliable.  A lot of this was due to advancements in connector
technology.  Removable connectors used sealed gaskets and crimps were gas-tight.  Their
gas-tight crimps are better than soldering, offer lower resistance and no chance of failing from
heat-cycling that can cause a solder connection to fail just like a cold solder joint.

Subject: Re: Cleaning Connections on Equipment
Posted by gofar99 on Tue, 24 Jan 2023 02:19:07 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Wayne...food for thought.

Subject: Re: Cleaning Connections on Equipment
Posted by Becky on Sun, 02 Nov 2025 15:36:15 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Oh! That’s a good reminder. I don’t clean mine super often, maybe every few months
when I noticed that the sound is getting a bit fuzzy. I just use a little isopropyl alcohol and a soft
cloth or cotton swab, just nothing fancy.
My dad always says to unplug everything first and make sure it’s fully dry before
reconnecting. It really does make a difference in the sound!

Subject: Re: Cleaning Connections on Equipment
Posted by Helen on Thu, 20 Nov 2025 05:36:25 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I’m definitely not an expert, but with kids running around and everything getting dusty all the
time, I try to clean the connections every few months just to keep things sounding decent. I use
something simple like DeoxIT because it’s quick, and I don’t have to fuss with it too much.
I just unplug everything, give the connectors a light spray, and that’s it.

Other than that, I just try to keep the area tidy and make sure the cables aren’t being tugged
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or bent. With a busy house, that alone seems to make a big difference.
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