
Subject: The shape of the room
Posted by drake on Mon, 01 Oct 2018 16:53:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Considering that it is best to set up speakers equally, I have heard it said that a square space is
perfect. How should one go about placing speakers (and any audio equipment) in a room that isn't
square?

Subject: Re: The shape of the room
Posted by Wayne Parham on Mon, 01 Oct 2018 17:44:52 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Square rooms aren't good because room modes are strong.  You would definitely benefit from
multisubs - in any small room actually - but even more so if the room is square.

Subject: Re: The shape of the room
Posted by sawyer25 on Wed, 03 Oct 2018 17:20:48 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Wayne Parham wrote on Mon, 01 October 2018 12:44
Square rooms aren't good because room modes are strong.  You would definitely benefit from
multisubs - in any small room actually - but even more so if the room is square.

Wayne, which then is the ideal room because I thought a square room would offer the most ideal
environment once the bass frequencies have been controlled?

Subject: Re: The shape of the room
Posted by Wayne Parham on Wed, 03 Oct 2018 18:03:00 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The ideal room is outdoors, because there are no walls or ceiling to act as reflectors.  Obviously,
that's not an option so next best thing would be a very large, well-damped room having randomly
contoured walls with no large flat surfaces.  That's probably not an option either so the next best
thing that's reasonable is a room that is well-damped and has no dimensions that are integral
ratios of another.

Most times, you have to work with what you have.  But damping and multisubs really help smooth
room modes.  If I had to choose between a golden-ratio room with hard surfaces and a single
subwoofer or a square room with panel dampers and multisubs, I'd choose the latter.  So you can
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work with a square room or one with 2:1 dimensions if that's what you've got.

Subject: Re: The shape of the room
Posted by mamoss on Sat, 06 Oct 2018 09:57:36 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Wayne Parham wrote on Wed, 03 October 2018 13:03The ideal room is outdoors, because there
are no walls or ceiling to act as reflectors.  Obviously, that's not an option so next best thing would
be a very large, well-damped room having randomly contoured walls with no large flat surfaces. 
That's probably not an option either so the next best thing that's reasonable is a room that is
well-damped and has no dimensions that are integral ratios of another.

Most times, you have to work with what you have.  But damping and multisubs really help smooth
room modes.  If I had to choose between a golden-ratio room with hard surfaces and a single
subwoofer or a square room with panel dampers and multisubs, I'd choose the latter.  So you can
work with a square room or one with 2:1 dimensions if that's what you've got.

What I have gathered from this is that you can work with whatever space you have and make the
best out of it by making the necessary adjustments. I guess outdoor spaces work well because
there are no echoes and sound reflections.
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