
Subject: Operetta's/Dominic
Posted by Manualblock on Sat, 30 Jul 2005 20:08:01 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Say Dominic; the Stephen Foster; was that an attempt to capture the minstral style where they
kept a fast flowing dialogue between the performers and the audience as they played between
songs?

Subject: Re: Operetta's/Dominic
Posted by Dominic on Mon, 01 Aug 2005 22:21:30 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I’m not quite sure what the question is but I will try to answer it--somewhat.  Edwin Christy
was the best thing that ever happened to the young struggling Foster.  Foster was able to sell
most of his songs directly to Christy, who performed them, popularized them, (and published
them).  Some of the letters between the two men are available and contain interesting
commentary.  As for the 3 ½ minute song time I’m sure that this was largely a Foster thing
because just about every suggestion Foster made in his letters Christy accepted.  Foster and
Christy worked together from 1847 until Christy retired in 1854 (a good story remains unwritten
about Christy’s sudden death).  George Harrington (Christy) took over the business.  Foster
still had a good 10 years of music left in him and George happily accepted any of Foster’s
songs.As for the format of minstrelsy, I suggest that Foster didn’t really care that much about
interlocutors and end-men.  He was a songwriter first and foremost, and he felt that 3 ½ minutes
was about right.  So minstrelsy made his music fit.

Subject: Re: Operetta's/Dominic
Posted by Manualblock on Tue, 02 Aug 2005 08:28:27 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I don't mean to suggest that Foster followed this pattern in order to be considered for inclusion in
shows; only that it would have made his music more accessible to the masses. I haven't done
research only pondering the how and why of that particular timing. I mean why not 5 minutes?
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