Subject: Bass transmitting to an adjacent house
Posted by FloydV on Wed, 10 Oct 2012 22:21:04 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I've had a neighbor complain about bass leaking from my theater room. My outside wall is of 2 x 6
construction and insulated. All
the walls in the theater room are insulated.

Bass on sound tracks still leaks through enough for the neighbor I'm closest to complain. He has
glass windows facing me and | have no windows in the theater.

So, I'm wondering what else | can do. My house is sited. Do you guys think that a brick wall the
length of the room, 20'x 14', would do? Maybe cinder block? Would the wall have to touch the
house, or could it be a foot away?

| need some help on this. | don't want to go to all that trouble and then find out it doesn't work.

Floyd

Subject: Re: Bass transmitting to an adjacent house
Posted by Wayne Parham on Wed, 10 Oct 2012 23:08:37 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Got the big basshorns going, do you?

Honestly, you have a tough problem to solve. Generally, you can either absorb the sound or
contain it, but both are pretty hard to do at bass frequencies. Best if you can go with a solution
that covers both bases, a large concrete wall for isolation, and a lossy membrane between you
and that wall for absorption. It's going to be expensive.

Might end up just having to kind of keep it down.

Subject: Re: Bass transmitting to an adjacent house
Posted by FloydV on Wed, 17 Oct 2012 05:38:27 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yep. It is deep bass that escapes, nothing else. In my opinion, after standing outside and
listening, the guy is a real jerk who needs to be living on a mountain top. | guess there is one in
every neighborhood, but why does he have to end up next to me.

| am looking at a site called soundprooffoam.com
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They have several products. One would require me to rip out the sheet rock, and install this really
heavy, strange looking insulation. Then replace the drywall, and use a special caulk on top of that
drywall, and finally another layer of drywall, finishing with texture and paint.

A second option is to use their Quiet Barrier HD over the original drywall, then cover that with
another layer of drywall, etc.

| stood outside after the guy's complaint and listened (after turning the sub down 2 db), and the
sound level was very low, and from the center of the theater room. They seem to have no
complaint now, but the bass seems subdued to me when watching or listening.

You are right about concrete. The last house | owned had a basement that | used as a theater, so
all walls were thick concrete and below ground level. The water table is too close to the surface
here for basements to be feasible.

Would you look at the site and give me an opinion? Some of their products are for rooms that
have compressors and generators.

What | really want is an environment that | can have the sound at 85 db with a lot of bass, and not
have the police knocking on my door. As sealed as my theater room is, | doubt | would hear the
door bell. Even if | do some of the work, | suspect that | will end up paying $2000 + to get the work
done. | would like to know if the work would have the expected result.

Thanks,

Floyd

Subject: Re: Bass transmitting to an adjacent house
Posted by Wayne Parham on Wed, 17 Oct 2012 14:38:13 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

What level of construction are you planning to do? Are you going to tear out the sheetrock on the
wall nearest the neighbor or ar you going to apply the vinyl over what you have? Perhaps do a
constrained layer using the vinyl sandwiched between sheets of drywall?

Subject: Re: Bass transmitting to an adjacent house
Posted by VoigtClub on Thu, 25 Oct 2012 03:38:13 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The first thing that | have to ask (and you didn't mention)...

How are the speakers coupled to the floors and/or walls? Soundproofing the walls won't do a darn
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thing if most of the sound is being transmitted through the floor beams and into the entire support
structure.

So if the speakers aren't acoustically decoupled from the floor and moved away from the walls, I'd
suggest to do that first.
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