
Subject: Transferring Tape To CD
Posted by Maxie on Tue, 16 Mar 2010 22:43:19 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I have lots of audio cassettes that I would like to be able to transfer to CD.  Some of them are no
longer being made and I would like to be able to do this before the tapes become damaged or
worn.  What do I need to get started?

Subject: Re: Transferring Tape To CD
Posted by Wayne Parham on Tue, 16 Mar 2010 23:12:48 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

All you need is a good casette deck and a PC with sound card and CD burner.  If you don't have
those, lots of shops provide tape-to-disk transfer services.  Check around at your local audio/video
sales and repair shops.

Subject: Re: Transferring Tape To CD
Posted by Lancelot on Sat, 20 Mar 2010 02:47:48 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Wayne, how do they make the music from the cassette tapes into digital format? Do they just play
the music in the cassette tape and capture the sound to the computer?

Subject: Re: Transferring Tape To CD
Posted by Wayne Parham on Sat, 20 Mar 2010 03:32:23 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yes, exactly.

Subject: Re: Transferring Tape To CD
Posted by Lancelot on Sun, 11 Apr 2010 17:11:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Is a built-in sound card enough to capture the music of the cassette tape? Do I need a good
microphone to capture the sound from the tape? What format is the best format for capturing or
recording sounds from a tape?
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Subject: Re: Transferring Tape To CD
Posted by Wayne Parham on Mon, 12 Apr 2010 02:43:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Yes, the built-in sound card will work just fine.  Connect the line in on your sound card to the line
out of your casette deck.  You'll probably need a dual RCA to stereo 1/8" adapter cord.  Those are
pretty common, sometimes even included with the sound card.  If you don't have one, you can get
it at Radio Shack.

Subject: Re: Transferring Tape To CD
Posted by DaBase on Wed, 12 May 2010 23:04:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Finally someone who explains how to transfer tapes to computer! I've been looking all over the
place trying to find out how to do that. I have tons of tapes from the 80's and even some from the
early 90's that I would love to make into CD's. 

Subject: Re: Transferring Tape To CD
Posted by Dizzy on Fri, 21 May 2010 12:22:05 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The only thing worth noting here is that the quality will be no where near that of a digital track. Just
don't be surprised or it might be disappointing. 

Subject: Re: Transferring Tape To CD
Posted by compguy on Sun, 28 Nov 2010 03:06:35 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The volume controls also need to be adjusted when recording from a cassette tape player to the
input on the sound card.  Sometimes it is very difficult to get the volume on both correct so that
you don't get a totally distorted recording on the PC.  I have found that if the volume on the tape
player is set low, and the volume on the sound card input is set to a medium level, it works the
best.  Takes a little time of trial and error to get it correct.  And of course alot of patience.

Subject: Re: Transferring Tape To CD
Posted by Adveser on Sun, 28 Nov 2010 06:27:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

compguy wrote on Sat, 27 November 2010 21:06The volume controls also need to be adjusted
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when recording from a cassette tape player to the input on the sound card.  Sometimes it is very
difficult to get the volume on both correct so that you don't get a totally distorted recording on the
PC.  I have found that if the volume on the tape player is set low, and the volume on the sound
card input is set to a medium level, it works the best.  Takes a little time of trial and error to get it
correct.  And of course alot of patience.

On that note, the volume has to get close to zero or it will truncate bit depth of the digital
recording. If you record and the volume is only at 48db you will essentially be making an 8 bit
digital file once the volume is boosted. I don't know how important the quality is, but take that as
you will.

I recommend boosting the signal at the tape player rather than the computer if it is of decent
quality.

Subject: Re: Transferring Tape To CD
Posted by woodfree on Tue, 07 Dec 2010 06:48:58 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Since I really enjoy music and have really wanted to start my library of the greatest music of my
life, these tips will be a huge help to me!   Everything you guys mentioned here will preserve
memories or create new ones.

I would like to add that using the Internet is still a great way to find what you need. I've looked for
my long-cherished cds while surfing and most of the time, I found what I needed. Go and check
out eBay for hard to find cds (make sure you research info about the item you're looking for. The
more specific details you have, the better.) or just go to youtube and type out the title of your
songs there. 
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