Subject: Re: Solid State vs. Vacuum Amps
Posted by Helen on Thu, 06 Nov 2025 17:22:05 GMT
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Oh, that’s fun! My husband actually talked about this once when he was looking at amps.
From what | understand, solid-state amps use electronic circuits, so they’re usually lighter,
cheaper and more reliable.

Vacuum tube amps (or valve amps) use old-style glass tubes and give that warmer, more
“classic” sound that a lot of guitarists love. They just need a bit more care and can be
costlier.

| don’t think one is exactly better because it depends on what sound your roommate likes.

Tube amps sound smoother and more natural, while solid-state ones are cleaner and easier to
maintain. There are also hybrid amps that try to give you the best of both. It might be fun for them
to try a few in person to see what feels right.
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