
Subject: Re: Ukraine
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View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

There are many Americans that are less than upstanding, to be sure.  Many of them are
politicians.  So I won't defend for anyone or any political "side" without personally knowing them.

I will say this though:  I can make two observations that I think are so axiomatic, I don't need to
know the players involved to draw a conclusion.

1.  American politics has devolved to a point where the rhetoric is deafening.  It's pretty gross.  But
even at this low level - and I think it's pretty bad - we still haven't quite resorted to murder. 
Character assassination, to be sure.  It's ugly and even pathetic, definitely.

But Russian politicians routinely murder or attempt to murder their opponents.  Poison seems to
be the weapon of choice, but there have been other methods.  So to me, that's a big deal.  It's
nuts over there.  Politicians - and powerful businessmen, for that matter - those that do not side
with Putin are often murdered.  It's been like that for decades.

2.  The Russian oil business is run in such a criminal matter that it is virtually impossible to do
business with Russian oil interests without being seriously compromised.  Anyone doing business
with Russian oil companies is suspicious, and Americans doing this are potentially treasonous.

To do business with Russian oil is to seduce oneself with an armed prostitute.  She'll wink and flirt
and promise you stuff, then threaten to murder your family when you don't do what she wants.
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