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Back then - in the 1990s - most of the former-Soviet states were all buddies.  They all felt
themselves to be Russian by culture but hopeful to "westernize."  They wanted to have the "good
life" that they perceived we have in America.  But they all thought themselves as Russians.  By
this, I mean the Ukrainians, Moldovans, Armenians, Belorussians, Azerbaijani, and many of the
other former-Soviet Moslem states.

There were some former-Soviet states that were anti-Russian - like Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia -
but most were not.  Most former-soviet states were more than friendly to Russia and considered
themselves to still be Russian, at least by culture and language.  They often identified as such -
for example, you could ask the residents of these countries their nationality and most of them
would say, "Russian."  But they did consider their countries and their politics to be Western-style
democracies - they were proud of their independence - and they were hopeful for change.

That is true of Russia as well.  The majority of people there were hopeful to become a free market
country, to enjoy economic success and to trade with America and Europe.
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