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I can agree with the gist of that Bruce. But my gripe is our continued antagonism in the world that
we put a blanket claim of national security and "rules based diplomacy" on. For instance, we're
doing the same with Taiwan as we have with Ukraine. It's called turning a country into a
porcupine. Arming it. My stance is. It's none of our damn business. China and Taiwan can work
out their mutual history and claims on their own. Just as Russia and Ukraine could have. Until we
stuck our nose in.

We as a nation have overstepped our bounds with impunity with foreign relations. History
documents that. And if you understand the underpinnings of the BRICS coalition. That is a direct
response to what our nation has carried out with it's entitlement of the dollar standard in trade
since the Bretton Woods conference after WWII. Principally our financial sanctioning of countries,
freezing their assets, taking their gold, (Venezuela). And our massive trade imbalance we've run
up using bonds rather than goods to trade with.
We tried sanctioning with Russia and it blew back in our face. But we now want to take their
assets tied up in western banks to promote more funding with the Ukraine debacle. Instead of
making overtures to end this unnecessary conflict.

Our country has so many domestic issues to be better financed than what our military escapades
and 7 to 8 hundred military installations throughout the world needing more and more funding
each and every year now. And a military industrial complex that like our health care industry. Is
the most expensive in the world and is fraught with cost overruns and overly complex expensive
unreliable weapons systems. Mind you we couldn't even make enough 155mm shells to support
the Ukrainians. Basic material. 

I feel sorry for the Ukrainians. They've had a complex history with Russia and with Europe. They
have lost by some accounting, (they won't release a count) hundreds of thousands of young men
and women in this quest. And this war cannot be the outcome as was hoped for at the onset. As
the article by Charles Freeman expresses. Assumptions were made and perceived by all parties
that should now be reassessed in governmental circles.
I don't know though that our government has that capability unfortunately. 
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