
Subject: Re: Ukraine
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Hi Everyone,  I was about to pass on this one as I find that this sort of topic is heading into a
direction that will cause resentments in normal and hopefully sane folks, but I believe some of the
information is slanted and does not agree with events. To be sure our government and indeed all
others will engage in things they don't tell us about.  Not everything is as pretty as portrayed. I
strongly suspect it was much worse during the active portions of the cold war.  Also I consider
misinformation a key element of policy for governments.  It has been a key strategy since the
beginning of time.  Indeed it can sometimes avoid conflicts.  

Ukraine would now be intact and at peace. This war did not need to take place.

I seriously doubt this statement.  Russia wanted some things that would be unacceptable to any
county.  More territory (they already took Crimea) and wanted the two eastern parts of Ukraine. 
They wanted to tell Ukraine they could not be friendly with NATO and join it.  And so on.  Would
your opinions be the same if Mexico said they wanted Texas back and we could not enter into
agreements with Canada?  No answer required, just food for thought.  Russia wanted to take the
areas without a fight and influence policy unilaterally that is for sure and the results so far have not
benefited anyone.  They figured (most likely) they could do what the did in Crimea.  Just rattle the
sword and move in.  The Ukrainians had a few other thoughts. I would as well.  So while we may
never know all the details it seems clear to me that no amount of talking would have stopped the
war. YMMV
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