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I understand what you're saying and I have no doubt you have investigated this very thoroughly. 
You have a curious mind and I'm sure you have studied this matter.

But I've studied it too.  I don't care about the credentials of an author or a source if I think they're
gaslighting me.  In fact, throwing credentials around is one of the best tools of a gaslighter.  I don't
need to try to understand their motives - if what is being said doesn't square with observable
events, I disregard them.

Since I know people in and from Ukraine, Moldova and Crimea, I'm interested, and so I stay
informed.  And sometimes I see things on TV and on the internet that don't square with what I've
observed.  So if I see things like that, I disregard them. 

What I know is there was little apparent Western interest in Ukraine in the 1990s and there's a ton
of it right now.  That's obvious.  There's a war going on and we're sending lots of support to
Ukraine.  We didn't support them like this in the 1990s.

It's not like the players changed, at least not since 1999.  Putin and the novi russkiy have become
more emboldened in the last decade, that's really all that's different.

And that's why I'm saying what I'm saying.  I do not think America or any NATO nation is or was
using Ukraine as a puppet.  If we were, we could have started that long ago.  It would have been
easier then, when the newly-independent countries were forming.

I didn't see anything like that happening in the 1990s.  We just let 'em be.  And maybe that was
the right thing to do.

But after Russia invaded Ukraine last year, we jumped to their aid and I'm glad.  In hindsight, I
wish we had done that in 2014 when Russia annexed Crimea.  Or maybe even before that, I might
have liked to see us engage Russia in the 1990s when they were at war with Chechnya.  Back
then, I thought Russia was protecting its economic resources since Chechnya fought for its
independence.  Now I think I was wrong and that Russia should have allowed Chechnya to have
its independence without a fight.

In any case, we didn't involve ourselves in any of those conflicts.  I'm glad America decided
enough is enough and we've assisted Ukraine.
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