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Dude, I'm telling you I was there in the 1990s when those bloggers didn't exist.  Nobody in
America - including our politicians - had any influence in that area.  Nobody here cared.  Not for
better or worse, no harm no foul - just saying we weren't exerting influence there.  I wish we had
been.  It seemed to me it would have made sense.  And it would have been easier then too,
'cause the novi russki hadn't had time to exploit their stolen resources yet.

I remember hearing them brag in the 1990s that they lost more oil from inefficient wells than
America produced.  I heard that because a lot of my computer customers were oil businesses in
Oklahoma and Texas and they hoped to sell completions equipment to Russia but couldn't deal
with the novi russkiy 'cause nobody with any ethics (or sense) can deal with guys like that.

The Russians at that time were making oil wells without PBR technology, which is a process
Americans invented in the early 1900s.  It prevents waste and also makes the wells more clean,
because there is an outer casing filled with brine (saltwater) and an inner tubing string that flows
the oil.  The tubing string can be replaced when the acids in the oil damage it.  So since the
Russians weren't doing that, the casings eroded and the oil seeped out into the earth.  That's why
they had so much waste, and there was mutual interest in improving Russian oil technologies.

But again, reasonable businesses couldn't work with novi russkiy so lots of deals fell flat.  I saw
lots of them, lots of attempts and lots of failures 'cause legitimate American businesses just
couldn't take the risk of dealing with Russian mobsters.  They hoped to be paid in oil - which
would have worked nicely - but they were dealing with total thugs and it just couldn't be done.

Back then, America political interests were not interested in stepping in in any sort.  It was all too
small and too insignificant to be on our radar.  That one fact alone should tell you that we weren't
interested in empire-building.  For right or wrong, we just weren't.  I watched it for years.  I was
surprised, to tell the truth.  After living my whole life in the "cold war," I would have thought we
would have stepped in and helped build those fledgling democracies.  Seemed like the right thing
to do.

But we didn't.

So that says everything.  The fact that we're stepping in now is something else entirely.  It's not
America trying to build empires.  If anything, there might be individuals here that have their hands
in the "mobster cooking jar."  But in any case, America isn't the bad guy here.  The bad guys are
novi russkiy and anyone slimy enough to deal with them.  That's the problem here.  Anyone that
says otherwise is spreading propaganda, either intentionally to hide their inappropriate
relationships with mobsters or unintentionally just to have a story to tell.
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