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I don't agree with that assessment, and please do remember - I'm coming from a position of
knowing several Russians and Ukrainians.  I've been there.

Ukraine has many citizens that are Russians or that have Russian roots and they still consider
themselves to be Ukrainian and oppose the war.  They feel betrayed.  The Ukrainian population is
a mix of Russians and Ukrainians, mostly Orthodox Catholics and Jews.  Almost all of them
consider themselves to be Russian and Ukrainian, or at least they did before the Putin war.

Crimea is somewhat independent of Russia and Ukraine.  It has a long history of being that way. 
But it has been happily independent of Russia and a part of Ukraine since 1991.  The Sevastopol
port has not been Russian since then.  Crimea was illegally annexed by Russia, which is a much
different thing than independently deciding to join Russia.  That is a fact.

I can tell you with a great deal of certainty - that comes from knowing people that came from all
parts of Russia, Ukraine and Crimea - that this is not at all something anyone wanted except Putin
and some - not all - of his novi russkiy cohorts.  They are just ugly, greedy, power-hungry
psychopaths.

Stop watching folks over here on the television.  They are just talking heads, spouting
propaganda.  Mostly, it's people that don't have a clue about what they are talking about.  They
just latch onto something they think is a story and blab on about it.  Some people, though,
apparently have gotten into bed with one or more on the novi russkiy and they then have their own
agendas.  And some in the media talk about that.

But it isn't a political thing, certainly not one of empire-building from the West.  If we wanted to do
that, we could have done it at any time after 1991.  I personally wondered why we didn't back
then.  Ukraine wanted to be part of the West, and actively strove for that.  They would have been
a great ally, especially back then when Turkey seemed to be having problems with radicalized
religious zealots.

The problem is the novi russkiy and their theft of oil from the Russian population.  Back when the
wall fell, most Russian people didn't understand capitalism.  And by "Russian people" I mean
Russians, Ukrainians, Moldovans, Crimeans, Uzbekistanis, Armenians, etc.  I'm talking about
everyone in every country that was once part of the Soviet Union.  They were all given what was
essentially stock in the companies they worked for.  They were called vouchers.  But most people
didn't understand the significance of that.

Who knew?  The black-market criminals of Russia, that's who.  They knew how free-markets
worked because they had been selling drugs and sex for years.  They bought the vouchers for
cheap because the people that had them didn't know their value.  They were called novi russkiy
back then, and they're who people over here now call "the oligarchs."

So lots of Russian industries are owned by these thugs.  Energy companies are probably the most
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lucrative.  And that's where the problem lies.  It's all about them.
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