
Subject: Re: Ukraine
Posted by gofar99 on Mon, 25 Sep 2023 02:22:31 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi, interesting viewpoints. I generally won't get into this type of discussion, but this being a rather
non-adversiorial (ie friendly) site I will put a few thoughts on this topic. On others it is too likely to
cause hard feelings and problems.  That everything is all screwed up is a given.  But it begs a few
questions.  First does anyone feel it is OK for one country to just take over another?  And perhaps
a caveat on that if so under what circumstances?  A specific one is since the USSR once
controlled some Baltic countries would be interested if they tried the same thing there?  Should we
interfere?  If so, why? To protect our global influence, needed resources (from others)?  What do
we gain or lose if we get involved?  The world is now a global economy whether we like it or not. 
We don't have to like or agree with everyone, but it is in our best interest not to piss someone off
enough to cause the end of civilization.  Indeed, life would be a lot better if we all got along.  A
pipe dream for sure.  On sanctions I agree...they are largely ineffective.  Saber rattling and
threating are equally useless.  Since there are now several countries that have the ability to cause
a nuclear war, the actual threat is not so strong as it once was.  If started, the initiator will be as
badly destroyed as the target(s).  No one wins, a lose -lose affair.  Now we have a mostly
conventional fray that really no one wanted and it is unclear how to end it.  A big complication is
the overlap of the populations.  The entire region has a mix of several cultures and trying to draw
a line where one starts and another ends is really difficult.  Worse, the geography of the region is
no help separating one area from another.  One thing I believe is that wars are waged by the
leaders.  The general population would like to just carry on their day to day lives. I place almost all
of the blame on Putin for this war.  I suspect he thought and was advised by some individuals that
he could just take over the parts of Ukraine he wanted like what happened in Crimea.  Bad call. 
Now the issue is how to (for him) save face and end it.  I personally don't see any solution at this
point.  
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