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I hope Ukraine is victorious soon.  I'm really upset to see what I consider to be more like a civil
war than anything else.  And it's not even a real civil war - Ukraine is already independent.  It's
just that there were lots of people in Russia, Ukraine and in the Crimean peninsula that share
family ties and deep friendship bonds.  Those have been severely tested and, in many cases,
irreconcilably broken.

You may remember Alona from the 1990s.  She and I have maintained a friendship and I also
remain pretty close with her brother Alex, who is a soldier in Ukraine.  Their family lives in
Odessa, and I've been there several times.

I don't really consider the politics - I just side with the people I know there.  I do what I can to
help.  Since I know them personally, I send a little money from time to time.  Like I said, I don't
think about the politics to consider whether money from our government is being well-spent.  I
just want the people I know to be safe.

Beyond that, I know that the novi-russki and Putin have gone off their rocker.  Ironically, the
people of the former Soviet Union used to see the United States like a "spoiled fat cat" and
imagined Americans as narcissistic entitled people, looking like the man on the monopoly game
box.

To some extent, we have been entitled and we are lucky to have what we have.  We forget that
here in this country sometimes, and we probably have for over 50 years.  So to some extent,
that view of Americans is a little bit true.  We can be a little bit entitled, and our politicians are
probably not the best examples we could be proud of.

But Russia has way outdone us there.  The narcissistic traits of Putin and his allied oligarchs
have pushed so far past human decency as to rank them more as sociopaths and psychopaths.
 They are as entitled as any human can get.  So now the Russian people might want to get
their own house in order before looking over here at us.

A little over 100 years ago, the tovarish (comrades) of the Bolshevik army assassinated their tsar
and his family because they thought the royal family was out of touch.  So for those living in
Russia today, they might want to remember that little bit of history and to look at what they have
now - which is an order of magnitude worse.
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