Subject: Tubes versus Transistors
Posted by Wayne Parham on Mon, 21 Feb 2022 16:24:01 GMT
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| enjoyed a little "garage find" this weekend. Not an equipment find - not even really a garage find
- but a magazine squirreled away for decades.

I've been writing a series of online articles about old computers, mostly eight-bitters from the
1970s. | actually hoped to do one about every three months but | kinda went crazy on the first
one - the Sym-1 - and so the second one was delayed. But I finally got around to writing this
weekend, and uploaded an article on the RCA COSMAC ELF. In the months to come, I'll write
articles on the Altair 8800 and the Inmos Transputer.

The ELF was a computer project described in an article written by Joseph Wesbecker, published
in the August 1976 issue of Popular Electronics. A photo of the computer is shown on the cover
of the magazine, and | reference that in my online article about the ELF.

So now to the point of why | wrote here. Go to the RCA COSMAC ELF page and find the image
of the Popular Electronics August 1976 magazine. Click on that and you'll get a PDF file of the
whole magazine. Then go to page 14.

It's an article about the differences between tubes and solid state. | had to post that here ‘cause
we still talk about the very same stuff, almost 50 years later!
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