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Happy new year everyone.  Over the holidays, I was busy with a couple of projects.  The first was
the completion a chassis for my K-502 amp.  Details can be found
at:http://audioroundtable.com/Craftsmen/messages/504.htmlMy second project was
breadboarding a Grounded Grid preamp.  This was the design found in Bruce Rozenblitz's book
Audio Reality, and the amp itself can be purchased in kit form or assembled from Transendence
Sound.I tried a different approach on contruction this time around.  The individual sections of the
amp were point-to-point soldered on its own board.  The boards are then connected via terminal
strips.  Breaking up the amp in this manner made the build a lot easier and I didn't have to worry
about how many solder terminals I need or their locations.  Also, each section can be moved
around independently.Parts are mid/hi grade.  Nothing outlandish.  Two Auricap coupling caps,
Holco resistors, JAN Philips tubes.  The only "mod" I made to the design was the use of poly
bypass caps in the power supply.  Other than that, the design came straight out of the book.One
of the things I like about the design is the powersupply.  Bi-polar +/- 200V from voltage doubler
rectification.  Even though two transformers were required, it still reduced cost and size by quite a
bit, compared to the use of one large 300+V transformer.  The PS uses two 120V 6VA
transformers which are about $12 each.  As you can see from the photos, they're also very
compact.Other reasons why I choose this design is that it's simple and has very low gain (3X?).  I
find most preamps do not allow you to turn the volume pass 9 o'clock.  This one, I'm listening at
12.The tubes are horizontal mount and its my intent to build this as an enclosed stackable unit,
under two and half inch in height.  Seeing tubes peak out of a top panel in a "traditional" tube
chassis is cool, but you can only have so many of those in your system before you run out of
space.  The parts run cool enough so I don't foresee a heat issue.So, how does it sound with the
Gainclone?  Not much to report here.  It sounds pretty much the same as when I connect my
source directly into the Gainclone with only a pot in between.  EXCEPT ...  the sound is a lot more
dynamic.  With the "passive preamp" (ie. pot only) everything comes through.  The only problem is
that the music sounds "soft".  Regardless of how loud the setting is, you're still not getting any
"bite".  The Grounded Grid improves on that by delivering the dynamics that's missing, while
taking nothing away (at least nothing I can hear).  Compared to my integrated, the Grounded Grid
Gainclone combo is letting me "hear things that I've never heard before".  Never thought I'd use
that phrase but in this case, it's apt.  I am getting a slight hum from the preamp, but I'm not too
worried about it.  It's only on an exposed breadboard afterall, with no shielding for the signal path.I
highly recommend this project for someone looking for a preamp.  Simple enough for someone
with a couple of projects under their belt, but sophisticated enough to satisfy those who are
serious about audio.The next step is to find an appropriate chassis, which I have not come across
yet.  Considering building my own from scratch.Gar.
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