
Subject: Re: What Are Your Top 5 Favorite Headphone Brands?
Posted by Shane on Fri, 17 Dec 2010 16:01:41 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I agree no need for a DAC if your soundcard is up to the challenge, but the majority are not,
especially in a laptop, otherwise everyone would be running them direct to their speaker systems. 
Most sound like crap and are noisy.

When I think of headamps, I think of dedicated amps just for headphones.  Commercial stuff like
Ray Samuels or DIY from Cavalli Audio and AMB.  This stuff will outperform anything your getting
directly from your PC or old receiver.  There are a few preamps out there that have very good
headphone outs, like Pinnacle, but they are few and far between.

I was into DIY headamps and have been through several, including the SOHA, Millett variations,
and a Stacker II prototype.  All sound better than anything else I've tried.  These are all tube
amps, but there are many SS ones out there and the ones from AMB are notoriously excellent.

If you are seriously interested in headphones I would go on over to Headfi.com and check it out. 
In my opinion they are more passionate about the art of music reproduction than the speaker
crowd.
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