
Subject: Kronos Quartet: Early Music
Posted by elektratig on Fri, 12 Aug 2005 00:02:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

When I was first exploring classical music, a mentor played me a cut from a cd and asked me to
guess the composer; I was off by only 350 years or so (early 17th Century vs. late 20th).  As this
embarrassing anecdote illustrates, there’s an oddly close kinship between medieval and
renaissance music and some music composed within the past fifty years.The Kronos Quartet is a
highly-regarded string quartet that tends to specialize in 20th Century composers.  They, too,
have seen the connection between the past and the present.In its disc entitled “Early Music
(Lachrymae Antiquae),” the Quartet intermingles medieval and renaissance tunes by
composers such as Guillaume de Machaut, John Dowland, Perotin and Hildegard von Bingen with
compositions by Twentieth Century and contemporary composers including Arvo Part, Harry
Partch, John Cage and Alfred Schnittke.The result is illuminating.  By intermingling the pieces, the
Quartet allows the listener to hear just how closely related they are.  Without artificial emphasis by
the Quartet, the ear tends to hear the subtle dissonances present in earlier works and the tuneful
beauty of modern ones.  It’s sometimes hard to tell them apart.This is no academic exercise,
however; it is simply beautiful.  Most of the tunes are slow; the overall impression is one of
intricate jewels that can either awe (if you study them carefully) or simply diffuse a wonderous light
(if you listen less attentively).  Even listening to them as background music (which you certainly
can do -- I often play it for unsuspecting dinner guests), every once in a while you look up, shake
your head and smile.I have listened to this cd scores and possibly hundreds of times.  It never
ceases to amaze me.
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