
Subject: Re: Don't think guns save lives
Posted by DaveLoneRanger on Mon, 12 Jun 2006 04:16:56 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

This is DaveLoneRanger and I specialize in finding and posting stories of citizens using firearms
to save life and limb. I hail from FreeRepublic.com. I'd like to answer your claims about guns.I'm
using an anti-gun website's numbers on the deaths of handguns:--------------In 2003 (the most
recent year for which data is available), there were 30,136 gun deaths in the U.S:    * 16,907
suicides (56% of all U.S gun deaths),    * 11,920 homicides (40% of all U.S gun deaths),    * 730
unintentional shootings (2% of all U.S gun deaths),    * 347 from legal intervention and 232 from
undetermined intent (2% of all U.S gun deaths combined).-Numbers obtained from CDC National
Center for Health Statistics mortality report online, 2006.--------------A chart of such statistics
reaching back to 1979 can be located here:http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0764212.htmlA few
notes on this. First, more than half of those are deaths by suicide. When someone is suicidal, they
will find a means of death regardless.Likewise, it could be argued that if someone is hateful
enough to commit a murder, they will find a way if they have to drown the suspect.Interestingly
enough, there were 42,636 deaths by automobiles in 2004. Your argument appears to be that
guns should be banned because they can also be used for harm. Using this logic, we would ban
cars because they kill people too. This means matches, kitchen knives and baseball
bats.Interestingly, Gary Kleck, a criminologist at Florida State University  is a leading expert on the
links between guns, violence and gun control laws in the United States.According to Wikipedia,
"He has done statistical analysis of crime in the United States and argues that while in 1993 there
were about four hundred thousand crimes committed with guns, there were approximately 2.5
million crimes in which victims used guns for self-protection."Economist John Lott wrote a work
called "More Guns, Less Crime" which essentially agrees with Kleck.According to the Bureau of
Alchol, Tobacco and Firearms, ownership of guns in America is at an all-time highThe number of
privately owned guns in the U.S. is at an all-time high, and rises by about 4.5 million per year.
Meanwhile, according to the FBI, the nation's violent crime rate has decreased every year since
1991 and is now at a 30-year low.More people die from motor vehicles (40%), poisoning (17%),
falls (15%), suffocation (5%), drowning (3%), fires (3%), medical mistakes (2%), environmental
factors (1%), and bicycles and tricycles (1%) than they do from guns (.65%).I should also mention
that from personal experience finding and posting such stories of armed citizens, they are not
uncommon. The past two weeks, there have been at least 14 stories. Do the math, that's one per
day.You can read more of them here: http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/keyword?k=armedcitizen 
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