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Hope you don't mind that I start a new thread. I don't mind answering any questions I can MB. So
ask away.You asked me: "How do you structure the day; in small chunks like maybe an hour at a
time? How do you organise the lessons; daily/weekly?"Answer: Autistic children can vary widely in
their abilities. My older son is a high functioning autistic while my younger son is more severe.
Neither of them have the attention span to sit for long periods of time for their lessons. So we do it
in short bursts throughout the day. Sometimes it's only a few minutes while other times I can get
an hour. With my sons it can't be pushed too hard or they will start screaming and continue to do
so for what seems like and eternity.With my older son we pretty much use a pre-packaged
curriculum by Alpha Omega (see link below). My younger son has problems talking so we spend
most of the time working on trying to get him to understand and speak correctly. Regarding other
home schoolers. In my experience most of the people that home school their children do so for
religious reasons. They don't like the public school system and how they have eliminated teaching
God and morals. They believe the public school system has failed our children and is a bad
environment to send their sons and daughters too. I am a religious person but I don't go to church.
Many of the groups for home schoolers center around religion which is a turn off for me. I would
rather get together with other parents talk about what works and what doesn't work and just let the
kids play together. I have not found such a group in my area but must admit I haven't looked too
hard. It has taken me a long time to get used to the idea of having autistic children. Mentally it is
very scary and depressing. You continue to cling on to the hope that they will just grow out of it
but they don't. Hard to convey the gambit of emotions involved. I don't know if you have children
yourself but consider these things. There are good things and bad things about having children as
any parent knows. It's hard to raise kids properly. Takes a lot of work and time. But having autistic
children changes everything you thought parenting would be like. This is a little much, but it
seems like it takes all of the good things about children away and leaves only the the bad. No
father son catches, no happy holidays (kids don't understand Christmas and something always
seems to set them off into a screaming fit which seems to never end) no seeing your kids off to
college, probably you will never see them get married and settle down, They will probably live with
you until you pass away. And then what? What will happen to your autistic children after you and
your wife pass away? Very scary thought! I try not to think about it much. Too depressing. Sorry if
I have been to depressing. I rarely get to talk about these things because I avoid them when I'm
asked. I guess it's easier to type than to talk face to face. I don't want you to think it's all doom and
Gloom either. I love my kids more than I could say. There are fun times and good times as well
with autistic children but they are not as freaquent. All I can say is that it has (at times) been
almost more than my wife and I could bare. Luckly my wife and I have a very good marriage. I
would not have been able to handle this without the support of my wife. She says the same about
me. So maybe this is Gods plan for us. Who knows. Things seem to be getting easier now that the
children are growing up. We try to keep a positive outlook for the future. I know God will help my
children and has already helped my family get through some very tough times.
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