Subject: Re: Best low cost gear
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| recently picked up an NAD-320BEE integrated used on Audiogon for $250. Nobody's going to
sell their megabuck equipment to buy this one, but for the money ($450 new) it's hard to beat.
Cambridge audio also makes some very affordable components that look more appealing than the
NAD's drab colors. | haven't heard them, but | understand that dollar for dollar the sound is
comparable.Another good source for budget equipment, including speakers, is AV-123. | have
their $299 Oniz XCD-88 CD player, and it sounds as good as anybody else's $500 one. The latest
model, the CD-5SE, sells for $399. | also like their X-Series speakers, especially the $699 Xstatik
dipoles. No mainstream speaker selling for under $2K will have that quality in the crossover parts.|
also recommend the Oppo Digital universal players. | recently bought the $170 DV-980H to watch
music videos. It sounds very good for the price, and its HDMI output upconverts to HD, but with
CD's it doesn't sound as good as the Onix XCD-88.If you're going to need high efficiency
speakers for use with a low power tube amp, and can build your own enclosures, the Pi speakers
are hard to beat. | have the Studio One Pi's and the Theater Three Pi's, and they're hard to beat
for the price.

AV123 Xstatik Speaker
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