Subject: Acoustics and aesthetics
Posted by Wayne Parham on Mon, 22 Jul 2002 18:09:34 GMT
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My experience with typical homes - framed drywall construction, concrete slab and eight foot
ceilings - Rooms from a few hundred square feet to around 1500 square feet having length/width
ratio's between 1.5 and 1.7 to 1.0 work best. It's usually preferable acoustically to put the
speakers across the short wall. This crosses the forward axis in the front half of the room, which
usually provides the best imaging. See the post called "Making speakers disappear", for more
discussion about that.However, just like you, I've had a great deal of experience with placements
other than that. Some put them across a long wall, some diagonally. Some are asymmetrical,
and in oddly-shaped rooms. Often there are obstructions or disruptions, changes in wall
construction or windows. As you might expect, some things are more objectionable than
others.So my best suggestion to you is to keep doing what you're doing. Get a spool of large
guage stranded wire and go ahead and try them in each position and see what you like best. This
is as important for aesthetics as it is acoustics, and so setting everything up and "living with it" for
a few hours or days will help you decide. Probably the most pleasant placement will be self
evident.
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