
Subject: Re: Posting Rules ??
Posted by Wayne Parham on Mon, 05 May 2008 17:49:46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Actually, I'm not the moderator on this forum.  I did talk to the moderator about this issue this
weekend though.  I trust his judgement on this matter.  That's why he was chosen, because he
knows the playing field and the regulars pretty well.  He is also a very fair individual that wants the
best for all the participants here.  The moderator may pull down this thread, if it looks like it was
too devisive.  Or maybe he won't if it looks useful, I don't know.It's easy to identify a Viagra post as
spam.  It's also easy to identify an audio manufacturer posting a link to their own shopping cart. 
But there are other types of posts that regulars might notice but that casual readers wouldn't.One
example is the innocent looking post asking what an item is worth, providing lots of details and
contact information.  Are these really questions or are they really veiled for-sale ads?  Another
example of something that's really hard to spot is a shill post or some other cooperative
relationship.  You can find them over time by seeing the patterns but its hard to know until a long
time has passed.And then there are the anonymous posters that complain or praise, bashing
someone or promoting something.  It's obvious they have an agenda, a grievance or a champion,
something.  That part is easy to see.  What you don't know is if the people making posts using a
pseudonym are competitors or employees, or if they're legitimate third parties.  Your post is like
that.To be honest, we are very sensitive about these kinds of problems.  We don't want to be
sticks in the mud and we don't want to over moderate.  But we do want to be fair, and that means
if we want to keep the spam off the forum, we have to limit ALL advertisements.  We don't want
someone to be attacked, so sometimes we have to throw out useful posts that are mixed in with
threads written as smear campaigns.  We also have to watch for other sorts of problems, and to
try and make this place fair and fun for everyone.  We want it to be a source of information, not a
boxing ring.
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