
Subject: Re: Herd Mentality
Posted by Martin on Thu, 24 Jun 2004 15:55:25 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Wayne,You wrote :"All designs have strengths and weaknesses, as I'm sure you'll agree. Horns
are great at some things, but they have very definite weaknesses that must be addressed and
designed around. So it was odd for me to find that some horn enthusiasts had become as prone
to irrational fixation as the older acoustic suspension fans had been. I guess I see this kind of
thinking as unsophisticated and uninformed."I agree completely.  What I find to be most amazing
is reading a post where the writer is asking for help to solve some obvious deficiency they have
found in their finished "purist" system.  The most common problem I see being discussed is a lack
of bass output and a shouting midrange from some full range driver system.  In my opinion, this is
almost always caused by a baffle step problem and/or mating a low Qts driver to a TL, BR, or
poorly designed back loaded horn enclosure.  It is never going to work well no matter where the
speaker is placed in the room.  A generally accepted solution is to put a foam strip between the
whizzer cone and the main cone, this seems a bit hit or miss without any real adjustability. 
Essentially this is damping the midrange response from the whizzer cone and killing the shout and
probably a whole lot more.  I have also seen recommendations to paint different substances onto
the cone, this seems kind of irreversible and risky with an expensive driver.  But both are
generally acceptable in the cult of the purists.  The other thing that is generally recommended is to
add a subwoofer.  What I find most amazing about this recommendation is the following question. 
Why would you go to all of the trouble to build a complex and large back loaded horn if you are
going to go ahead and add a subwoofer for the bass response?  Makes no sense but it is again
acceptable to the cult of the purists.  Build a simple closed box tuned to 100 Hz and then add the
sub!  A crossover in this frequency range is acceptable to the cult of the purists.So finally we turn
to the taboo, adding a filter.  The filter will rebalance the SPL response without any loose of detail.
 It will fix the slight phase problem associated with the baffle step region.  It is completely
adjustable and removable so it will fit almost any situation.  To me is seems like a very obvious
tweak.  But it is not pure and we know that no matter how weak the bass, or shouty the midrange,
it is better sounding then the filtered sound would ever be.  So say the cult of the purists.  But I do
see progress in the cult.  I see people adding resistance to their systems by using special wires
and other tricks while claiming it as a new approach.  Boy I am glad this is not adding a filter so
we don't loose anything!  I am also glad I am not a member of the cult of the purists or any other
herd.  Well, I guess I am a member of the cult of the refuse to conform and shut-up.  I listen to my
system and like the way it sounds, so do other people who visit and listen with me.  OK bass and
no shouting midrange.Martin (of the unwashed)
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