
Subject: Re: Pick the right mid/woofer
Posted by Wayne Parham on Fri, 22 Feb 2008 18:30:11 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

You're right about the Delta 10.  I use it as a midrange and it sounds nice, but it doesn't have the
right properties to be satisfying as a woofer.  The Delta 12LF is a good woofer though.As for
neodymium, it is powerful for its weight, which I think is its strongest point.  The Deltalite series
may offer reduced distortion over their ferrite counterparts, but I don't expect big improvements
there.Eminence tried to make drivers with shorting rings - the Magnums - but later abandoned
them.  That's an unrelated technology, but the point is I'm not sure Eminence is really focused on
research and development.  They are great at making good drivers with traditional ferrite
structures but I don't expect them to do much development of other technologies.  Perhaps in the
case of neodymium, they were able to just basically mount a different magnet and that's it.  But
I'm concerned about thermal performance and things like that.I prefer Eminence as a bang-for-the
buck driver.  They make very good sounding traditional ferrite drivers.  I don't expect hi-tech
motors from them, just good quality ferrite ones.  But maybe their neodymium speakers are good
too, and I should give them a closer look.It might be worthwhile to get one of Eminence's
neodymium drivers and their corresponding ferrite driver and see how the two compare.  I have
not done this, and probably should.  It is worth taking the time to measure them and see.  I'd focus
on comparing electro-mechanical specs, the shift with temperature and the ability to withstand
heat without damage.  I'd be interested to compare harmonic and intermodulation distortion too.
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