
Subject: Re: Interesting quote
Posted by Wayne Parham on Wed, 18 Jan 2006 18:36:59 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Absolute phase cannot be heard when a single frequency tone is generated.  In a very real sense,
"phase" has no meaning unless two tones are referenced, because phase is a description of the
difference in time between two cyclic events.When two tones are generated, their phase
relationship with one another matters because of their interaction with one another.  If they are out
of phase, they will cancel each other out and the sound will drop off.  If phase moves in and out of
destructive and constructive interference, then there can be rhythmic throbbing of cancellation and
reinforcement.  But if the movement in phase is such that no destructive interference results, then
phase is imperceptible.  The bottom line is that if you can hear something as a result of phase
changes, then what is heard is cancellations that cause frequency anomalies - not the phase.
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