
Subject: Re: Cheap Turntable?
Posted by dvautier on Thu, 12 Apr 2007 22:36:45 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I think the best TTs were made 1980-90 timeframe.  There has been no significant technological
advance since that time.  the mechanics have not changed, only metal to plastic which may not be
so good. I find the best deal is at record shops and craigslist and sometimes 2nd hand stores but
the supply of good 80s TT is going fast.  You have to look and feel the unit.  Ebay will not work,
believew me.  You can get a real lemon.Don’t get enamored with brands.  There are many
good quality ones out there.I prefer direct drive.  There are no idler wheels and belts that get
brittle with age.I like real heavy platters.  The heaver the platter the better.  It means that the
manufacturer was serious about making a good product.I like standard cartridge headpieces.  You
can mount anything in there.  don't expect to find a good TT with a good cartridge.  the cart is
usually trash.Speed calibration is nice but you can get devices that do this.Antiskating is a must. 
Weight calibration is a must.I don’t like builtin preamps.  in fact I hate them.I hate like linear
tracking things too.Anyway—that’s my thinking.expect to pay $60 to $100 for a good TT.For
more worthless advice see:http://dvautier.home.comcast.net/audio/audio.htm
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