Subject: Two turntables, two problems
Posted by DoctorAl on Mon, 11 Dec 2006 16:31:58 GMT
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I've recently acquired two turntables at no cost, and have problems to solve with both, but would
advice on which would be the better to pursue, and what the problem might be. At the moment
I'm looking at vinyl as a cheap was of getting music, rather than going for super hifi stuff, so I'm
not too worried about quality, and as my LPs were cheap charity shop ones, if I ultimately damage
one by mistake it's no biggie.First turntable is a Dual CS 415-2. At first the sound was very
distorted, but then | spotted that the cartridge wasn't fitted into the tone arm properly. Once this
was done there was a slight bit of distortion when the music is loudest. The platter doesn't really
get started spinning without a push, and occasionally slowly dies in speed. The automatic start
and return functions don't work - the needle has to be manually placed on and off the record.
Without this, the tone arm will just fall off its support at the start, and at the end | need to manually
put it back and then turn the record a few times before something clicks. If | don't do that turning,
the motor won't start next time | move the tone arm over the LP.l suspect multiple problems with
the Dual, but am happy to be told otherwise!Second turntable | was given seems to work
perfectly, except the sound is always distorted worse than the Dual! It's a Technics SL-J90,
rock-steady speed (in comparison with the Dual) but is just way distorted. Although neither deck
appears to have adjustable tone arm weights, | did try adjusting the Technics one both ways by
careful application of blu-tak, but with no improvement to the distortion, just slight differences in
the sound. The actual amount of sound coming off the needle seems a lot to me, hence my
suspicion that the distortion originates there.Both decks are apparently magnetic cartridges. The
amplifier is a Sony MHC-550 which is a mini system of about 1994/5 era, with Phono inputs (not
adjustable for ceramic/magnetic). Obviously the Dual would probably have been the better quality
one, but do any of these problems sound solvable at minimal cost?Thanks for your help,Al
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