
Subject: How important are speaker wires?
Posted by rockhound on Thu, 08 Jul 2010 07:22:16 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I know a bad quality wire is not good for speakers, but some of the real heavy duty wires are very
expensive. What gauge, composition or brand is considered the best quality and value?

Subject: Re: How important are speaker wires?
Posted by Wayne Parham on Thu, 08 Jul 2010 14:21:49 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I prefer a good, large (guage), high-quality, stranded zip cord.  Belden makes good cable, and
there are a lot of others that make good cables too.  It's not real high-tech, more just good quality
materials.

Subject: Re: How important are speaker wires?
Posted by Bob Brines on Thu, 08 Jul 2010 15:15:51 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Asking questions about cables invites a flame war because to many it is almost a religions thing,
but....

Every piece of equipment in the chain acts a a tone control -- equalization if you will. Your choice
of amps, speakers, even the medium affect the sound of what the engineer put on the recording.
Choice of cables is yet another tone control. That said:

The only thing of any great significance is the LCR characteristics of the cable. L and C are pretty
much a trade off. Increasing L decreases C and vis versa. Most people opt for increased C
because L rolls of the top end. You must be careful to not make C so large that you drive your
amp into oscillation, if that is an issue.

What remains is R. You need a wire guage large enough to keep ohmic loss to an acceptable
minimum. Anything else is a waste of copper. You need to figure out what your maximum power
level is and then do the math. when you arrive at an ohmic loss that you can live with, that is the
size wire you need.

In my case, I use rather high efficiency speakers and never exceed 10w/ch. This means that I can
use single pairs of CAT5 and get less that 1dB loss in a 2m run. If you are using 85dB/w/m
speakers at 100's of watts, your answer will be different.

Bob
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Subject: Re: How important are speaker wires?
Posted by Keith Larson on Sun, 11 Jul 2010 02:56:47 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

With a decent wire, making a good connection is the next most important thing to consider. 
Crummy connectors, Wire oxidation/corrosion, Banana jack screws that come loose are a few
things that come to mind.

BTW, what 'looks' like a good connector can be deceiving.  Gold plated jacks are sometimes
plated after the underlying base metal pieces are assembled.  The crimp connections are not gold
plated.

Keith
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